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Ml,  President,  Gentlemen,  Fellow  Students. 

O  trace  the  Advancement  of  Mankind,  towards  Civill-' 
zation,  from  their  original  rude  Condition,  to  view 
their  Iimployments  in  tliis  progreffivc  State,  to  confider  the 
numerous  Advantages  which  refult  from  AfTociation  and 
particularly  from  the  Invention  of  the  liberal  Sciences  and 
Arts,  may  be  an  entertaining  if  not  an  ufeful  Exercife.  That 
Ivefincment,  however,  to  which  Mankind  have  arrived,  ren¬ 
ders  it  not  a  httle,  difhcult,  to  inveftigate  their  primaival 
Condition,  and  to  paint  each  fucceffive  Variety,  in  its  proper 

Attitude  and  Colours.  This  ElTay  therefore  will  need  much 
of  your  Candour. 

_  Few  were  the  Advantages  which  Man  could  boad  of  in 
his  nrft  Eftate.  The  intelledual  Charaderiltics  by  which 
Nature  had  diftinguifhcd  him  from  the  Animals  around, 
were  not  more  dilcriminative  than  their  corporeal  Forms’ 
Rude  were  tlie  firft  Strokes  of  the  Artift,  unfeeling  her 
douches.  Man,  ignorant  of  the  Means  to  fboth  the  Anxieties 
•of  his  forlorn  Situation,  unacquainted  with  thofe  Principles 
which  beam  forth  on  Life  the  Rays  of  Happinefs,  continued 
even  as  a  Stranger  in  Paradife.  Inferior  to  the  Brute,  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  his  Wants,  he  traverfed  the  Dcfcrt  in  quell  of  an 
uncertain  Support.  Expofed  to  the  contending  Elements,  with¬ 
out  Rayment  to  fecurc  him  from  tlicir  Inclemency,  or  an 
hofpitable  Roof  to  afford  him  an  Afylum,  upon  the  bare 
Ground  benumbed  he  lay,  till  the  genial  Sun  revived  him. 
The  enlivening  Fire,  by  whole  Influence  the  Terrors  of 
Winter  are  diflolved,  as  yet  was  concealed  within  the  prolific 
I.arth.  No  jocund  Book,  no  cheering  Pale,  no  quaint  Device 
had  learned  to  fmooth  the  contradled  Brow.  The  Scene  was 
daik,  and  all  was  Solitude.  l  amt  were  the  Exertions  of 
Rcafon,  while  I  aflion  fv/ayed  the  Fleart,  hew  are  the  Plea— 
fuics  which  gloomy  \k  oods  and  the  bleak  Deferts  aflord,  to 


■■iii 


{  ^  -] 

a  Being  formed  like  him.  Vain  was  it  to  fcan  Creation 
round,  and  explore  the  ample  Wilds  of  Nature,  for  what  lay 
hidden  in  the  Enq\.iirer’s  Bolbm.  Thus  circumftanced,  one  Man 
w'^as  a  Foe  to  another,  and  that  Ornament  ot  human  Kind, 
the  fympathetic  Tear,  was  fearcely  known  to  fall.  TJie 
Ihapelefs  Club  was  imbrued  in  fraternal  Blood.  That  State, 
which  Fleaven  had  ordained,  as  a  perpetual  Fountain  of  do- 
ineftic  Sweets,  from  whence  flow  forth  the  various  Charities 
of  Father,  Son  and  Brother,  had  not  as  yet  flaked  the  raging 
Thirfl;  of  Luft.  T  Such,  were  tliofe  Prime  of  Days  !”  Simple, 
as  the  Exertions  of  his  Keafon,  was  the  Food  of  Man,  What¬ 
ever  the  Earth  fpontaneoufly  produced  lie  greedily  devoured, 
and  Hunger  was  the  Ible  Caterer  to  Appetite.  "Fhe  Deftrudtioii 
of  the  gratuitous  Gifts  of  Nature,  became  extenfive  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Number  of  Mankind,  and  thougli  the  ‘‘living 
Water  from  the  Rock”  could  not  be  exhaufted,  yet  foon  their 
Food  would  fail :  FI ence,  thofe  xAnimals  which  had  hitherto 
been  their  “  joint  Tenants  of  the  Shade”  would  now  become 
their  Prey;  and  the  Leaves,  which  before  had  lerved  them  for 
Cloathing,  would  be  difearded  for  the  Fleece  and  the  Fur. 
The  Supplies  of  the  Hunter,  v/ere  foon  found  inadequate  to 
the  Confumption  of  thofe  who  lived  upon  his  Spoils  ;  while  tlie 
Objects  of  his  Purfait,  chafed  from  their  wonted  Haunts,  fled 
for  Safety  to  fome  diftant  Recefs.  Neceflity  here  called  forth  In¬ 
vention  anevsT ;  and  the  pafloral  Life  fuccceds.  The  Sheep  and 
the  Ox,  affording  the  bell  Food,  and  iinding  it  moff  diiricuk  to 
efcape,  were  now  the  chief  Objects  of  their  Care.  ConffantCir- 
cumfpeffion  became  ncceffliry  to  watch  them,  “  pafturing  as 
they  ftrayed,”  while  the  oaten  Reed  folaccd  the  Shepherd'be- 
neath  the  ihady  Beach.  Here  too,  obierving  the  Luxuriance  of 
Vegetation,  peculiar  to  his  fields,  he  foon  learned  to  enrich 
tiic  barren  Soil,  and  raife  tlie  joyful  Ear.  So  inconflffent 
is  Agriculture  with  a  vagrant  Life,  that  fearcely  were  its 
Advantages  known,  before  Men  confined  their  Rclideucc  to 


fome  fettled  Spot,  where  they  might  'watch  the  golden  Now. 
The  Den  was  forfaken,  and  the  lirll  Idea  of  a  Hut  was  fug- 
geRed  by  the  Architeds  of  the  Air.  A  few  Utcnfils  fuffice  to 
let  the  bufy  blind  of  IVlan  a—work.  The  Trunks  of  d^rees 
fupplied  the  Office  of  Columns,  while  the  fpreading  Branches 
ferved  at  once  for  Walls  and  Roof.  Labour  was  now  be¬ 
come  the  Price  of  Property,  and  all  its  Bleffings.  The  pleaf- 
ing  Duties  of  domeltic  Life  had  roufed  every  adive  Power, 
d  hefe  endear  a  IVlan  to  the  Partner  of  his  Soul,  and  awaken 
Joys  in  his  Bofom  before  unfelt.  In  contemplating  the  Off- 
Ipring  of  his  Love,  he  feels  a  Plcafurc,  to  lavage  Life  un¬ 
known.  Each  little  Family  united  by  the  filial  Band,  with 
awful  Reverence  and  chcariul  Submillion,  behold  their  com¬ 
mon  Parent.  But  as  Indultry  is  the  Origin  of  Rank,  fo  is 
Indolence  of  Injuftice.  ddic  Bee  could  not  long  enjoy  his 
Honey,  free  from  the  Depredation  of  the  Drone,  ddie  Con- 
fiderations  of  Kindred  could  not  prove  a  Delence  againfc  the 
idle  and  rajiacious.  Mankind  combined  for  their  mutual 
Security,  and  the  Pofreirion  of  Property  being  thus  alcertaiii- 
cd.  Government  arofe  on  its  ju'opcr  Foundation.  With  a 
View'  to  this,  the  Nature  of  the  Species  leems  to  have  been 
adapted.  Being  poffened  of  Powers,  every  Way  fuited,  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  PrePuires  of  Want,  and  to  wartl  oO'the  d'yrant  Stroke, 
was  Man  made  to  be  his  own  Gazer?  No.  ddie  d'ide  of  hu¬ 
man  Souls  could  never  llow  in  lb  contraded  a  Channel. 
Nor  will  any  Objection  drawn  from  the  Independency  of  their 
original  Condition,  invalidate  the  Pofition:  As  cafily  might 
Teeth,  and  tlie  Pafiion  between  the  Sexes,  be  proved  to  be  un¬ 
natural  becaulc  they  appear  not  at  our  Birth.  Where  Society 
is  thus  conllitued,  aiul  its  Advantages  perceived,  tlie  Enac¬ 
tion  and  Ferfeblion  of  Law,  will  be  the  principal  Concern  of 
a  State,  as  thefe  mull  univerlally  ju'ccedc  Refinement  and 
Science.  Every  Member  will  liavc  ins  Rights  moll  facreclly 
preferved,  and  the  Breath  of  Difeord  will'  ccale  to  fan  the 
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glowing  Coals  of  Contention.  In  the  Infancy  of,  neither,  the 
Crccitin  noi  tlic  iloiTian  Hepnlolics,  w^as  Literature  hefnencl** 
ed,  nor  did  Genius  Hourilh.  Though  Iblicited  by  the  Mufes, 
lilent  v.rere  their  Lyres,  or  if  They  attempted  to  ling,  their 
gentle  Voices  were  loll  amid  the  Crafli  of  domeftic  War,  and 
the  tuneful  Sifters  frighted  froni  their  Seats.  The  Latian 
Hemilpneie  would  Lave  yet  been  dark,  her  Hero  ftiil  unfung, 
had  not  the  juft  Fears  of  a  free  fpirited  People  been  dilperl'ed, 
when  the  Decemviri  were  appointed,  like  Clouds  before  the 
Sun.  It  was  not  till  the  Olive  flourillied  that  Arts  began  to 
thrive.  The  internal  Compofition  of  the  Earth,  as  well  as 
Diverlity  of  Climates,  furnilhes  Mankind  with  various  Pro- 
Quclions.  Though  the  Means  of  Life  may  be  found  in  every 
Country,  yet  are  they  not  equally  difperfed  over  all.  Hence 
the  Exuberance  of  one  is  exchanged  for  the  Redundancy  of 
another  ;  fuch  a  Commerce  niuft  extend  the  Ideas  of  Men, 
enlarge  the  Sphere  of  their  Knowdedge,  and  fuggeft  Inventi¬ 
ons  which  otherwife  would  not  have  occured''.  Hence  the 
cuiious  Eye  inveftigates  the  Stores  of  Nature,  and  the  mofl; 
aftonifliing  Difeoveries  burft;  forth  to  the  Sight.  Hence  the 
Treafures  of  the  Mine  are  moulded  into  ten  thoufand  dif- 
feient  Forms,  and  are  bartered  for  Productions,  wrhich  re— 
ward^  the  ingenious  Artificer.  Hence  is  the  Ocean  traverfed, 
and  its  Secrets  explored,  while  the  trembling  Needle  con- 
ftantly  points  to  its  attractive  Star,  and  conducts  the  intrepid. 
Adventurer  through  the  pathlefs  Deep.  From  the  Acquifiti- 
on  of  fuch  Excurfions,  Cities  are  eftabliflied,  in  which  are 
collected  all  the  Efforts  of  human  Genius.  Reflecting' 
with  Fondnefs  upon  thofe  Scenes,  which  their  Anceftors  in¬ 
habited,  their  Walls  are  adorned  with  every  Affemblao-e  of 
W^atei ,  Wood  and  Rock  that  compofe  the  finlflied  Land- 
fcape,  or  every  great  Exploit  that  diftinguiflied  the  martial 
Prowefs  of  an  unpolifhed  Age;  wdiile  the  Poet  rehearfes  the 
Prailes  of  Arcadia,  and  the  Mufician  emulates  the  Melodies 
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of  Nature.  A  new  World  now  opens.  A  brighter  Sun  a- 
rifes  to  dlfperfe  the  Horrors  of  the  preceding  Gloom.  As 
the  precious  Mineral  lofes  none  of  its  valuable  Qualities  by 
being  long  buried  in  the  Earth,  fo  Man,  after  the  Veil  of 
Barbarity  is  penetrated  by  the  enlivening  Beams  of  Civiliza¬ 
tion  and  Science,  rifes  from  Earth  refulgent:  He  is  conduc¬ 
ed  from  the  Regions  of  Error  into  the  luminous  Paths  of 
Evidence  and  Truth.  Humanity,  with  a  Train  of  kindred 
Virtues,  now  appears  where  Altars  once  were  Rained  with 
human  Gore.  Immortal  Honor  becomes  the  Prize  for  which 
he  now  contends,  and  the  Approbation  of  his  Maker  the  foie 
ObjeC  of  his  Ambition.  While  fuch  are  the  Bleflings  which 
Science  beftows,  and  I'uch  the  Advantages  produced  by  the 
Arts,  in  what  Light  Ihould  AVe  behold  the  Founders  of  this 
Inilitution?  Ye  kindred  Stars,  who  look  with  a  protecting 
Afpeef  upon  this  favoured  Spot,  how  far  doth  your  Defert 
liirpafs  Adulation!  How  difp:ufLin.^j  to  your  Ear  would  found 
the  Voice  of  Praife,  wdiile  the  moll  fubllantial  Good,  that 
Mortals  can  confer  on  Mankind,  is  the  Gift  of  your  Bounty.^ 
It  waas  under  your  benign  Influence  that  tlie  liberal  Sciences 
and  Arts  were  ulhcrcd  into  this  darklbme  Void.  From  you 
did  Britain  receive  Liberty,  civil  and  religious;  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  thole  Blcl]inG:s  tljronrdi  the  immcafurable  Continent  of 
America  was  this  Ellabliihment  raifed.  Such  Foundations 
rivet  the  Bonds  of  Society,  and  indiffolubly  connect  the  dear- 
eft  Intcrefts  of  Mankind;  give  a  Scope  to  the  moil  afpiring 
Genius,  and  remove  every  RcRraint  from  tlie  philolbphic 
Spirit.  If  the  Pcrfcclion  and  Ha])pinefs  of  our  Natures  con- 
hfe  in  tlie  Improvement  of  our  mental  Powers,  what,  my 
Fellow  Students,  ought  our  Sentiments  to  be?  And  what  our 
Conducl,  wlien  v/e  reilecl  upon  the  Condition  of  favage  Man, 
and  the  lleiinement  to  which,  by  proper  Culture,  he  may 
attain?  Ourplit  not  our  Hearts  to  dilate  wnth  Gratitude  when 
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Induftry  and-  Ambition  to  exert  every  Principle  which  can  fire 
the  Soul  with  a  Love  of  Virtue  and  of  Knowledge?  In  you, 
are  foftered  the  Hopes  of  the  prefent  Generation.  Upon  you 
will  the  gooH  Order  and  Happinefs  of  Society  materially  de¬ 
pend.  Think  how  much,  from  you,  the  Public  have  a  llight 
to  expedl.  Plonor  or  Contempt  await  you.  While  here  you 
behold  the  Examples  of  a  Scipio,  a  Fabricius,  a  Cato  ;  in- 
veftigate  the  Rudiments  of  Morality  and  of  Nature;  and  con¬ 
template  the  Difplays  of  Divine  Revelation,  with  what  Re¬ 
proach  would  the  World  behold  you  neglecling  to  improve 
iiich  valuable  Advantages?  They,  v/hofe  Praifes  we  fb 
juflly  celebrate,  would  experience  (if  ought  of  Mortality  can 
reach  that  State)  a  Diminution  of  their  Happinefs  in  the 
Regions  of  the  Blefled. 

The  wife  and  great  of  every  Clime 
Through  all  the  fpacious  Walks  of  Time, 

Where  e’er  the  Mufe  her  Power  difplay’d, 

With  Joy  have  liftened  and  obeyed. 

For,  taught  of  Heaven,  the  facred  Nine 
Perfuafive  Numbers,  Forms  divine, 

To  Mortal^  Senfe  impart: 

They  belt  the  Soul  with  Glory  fire  ^ 

They  nobleft  Counfels,  boldell  Deeds  Infpire, 

And  high  o’er  Fortune’s  Rage  enthrone  the  fixed  Heart, 
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